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A New Adventure

When Helen convinces you that caring for wildlife is something you ought to do, you immediately start planning.
Don't you?

Black Crowned Night Herons, Snowy Egrets and Cattle Egrets decided that the Pasodale Subdivision in Y sleta
would be a good place for their Rookery. The downside to this is every time the wind blows, the young are blown
out of the nests, the juveniles get down in the backyards and can’t fly out because of the concentration of trees and
adults on the ground get caught up in bushes or fences. Last year | ran myself ragged picking up the young ones and
taking them to Rehabilitators and taking juveniles and adults and releasing them at Feather Lake.

By the second week of June, 2001, | had already made about 10 deliveries, 0......... , | got smart and volun

hatchling back. | have never seen someone so willing to return something so fast! She even gave me a cage and
frozen mice! | don't know why | thought | was going to have to fight her for the bird. | took my little baby home
with me so | could have some time to learn the
proper care and buy or steal the supplies and equip-

in that last sentence; within 5 days | had 5 egrets
and 6 herons, hatchlings and nestlings.

Do you remember the word ‘planning’ in the
first sentence. Well | went from ‘wantin’ to ‘doin’
real fast. | started my planning and preparation af-
ter the children had arrived.

| happened to have some supplies around the
house which consisted of heating pads, a5 gallon
aquarium, and heated whelping pads (heat mats) LA vl il R e
and of course, the cage from Marsha. | used the Cattle Egret
aquarium for my incubator, but after the eleventh baby (size is approximately 5"x3"x4") arrived, | went to Plan B.
You, of course, know there is no Plan B.

One of the first things | learned about waterfowl is‘flies’. Yes, | said “Flies’. For every baby that was delivered
to my house, 40 flies came with it. | had made a trip to John Arnold’s for two 3'x3'x3 PVC cages. | learned that
bird netting was not going to work because of the flies. | removed the screening material from one of my screen
doors and made a cover that would slip over aplastic milk crate that is sitting on its side. The cover resembles a ga-
rage with a door that flips up over the top. Thisworked real well except that my hubby wanted his screen door back
and | dumped some of hisimportant ‘stuff’ out of his plastic milk crate. | bought three crates (continued on page 3)
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The Purpose of CDWR

Wildlife rehabilitation is the care
of injured or orphaned wildlife for
return, where possible, to the wild.
Successful rehabilitation takes a
lot of time, a lot of effort and no
small amount of money.
It is chalenging work, done by
specia people. Chihuahuan Desert
Wildlife Rescue is a nonprofit a-
ganization which exists to help the
rehabilitators in the El Paso/Las
Cruces area. Our purposes are to:
provide a volunteer network to
assist active rehabilitators in
their work
support wildlife rehabilitation
programs financially
provide education and instruc-
tion in wildlife rehabilitation
educate the public about wild-
life conservation problems
work for the reduction of pres-
sures on native wildlife from
domestic animals and humans

Put Natarg To Work
for Youl

"\ Nontoxic -- Free organic fertilizer -- Freg
: labor
provided by wildlife

@rub rgmoval: skunks, birds, and othgrs

@rass cutting: rabbits, deer, and others

Rat and mousg rgmoval: snakgs, foxes,
skunks, owls and mangy others.

Insget removal: bats, birds, insgcts, spi-
ders and many, many others
Roach rgmoval: lizards, ggckos, frogs,
toads, vinggarroons and others

Spider removal: wasps, birds, spiders
and othgrs

Work With Nature and
logt Natureg Work For Joul

Millions Of Jgars of €xperi-
gneg! Proven Effectivel

A Special Thank you to

White Horse Communications

for the donation of our website at:
www.whc.net/cdwr

Remember to support our
cooper ating veterinarians!!!
They are our champions!
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A New Adventur e (continued from front)

for $.96 cents each and | got a great deal on 100 ft. of old military issue green screening materia. | put the crates
side by side with their individual screen covers and than made a larger cover out of reinforced plastic to create a
sauna. The heating pads are wrapped with atowel and all my little babies are doing great.

Now that the housing problem is solved, we come to food and feeding schedules. | was raised on a 100,000
acre ranch in south Texas, ad | figured that if they don’t wake up before | do (4am) and they stop feeding at
sunset then | am okay. Well the egrets schedule is sunrise to sunset. But the herons did not read the same book
that Helen did. They start about 7:30 am but they don’t stop. They cluck like chickens al night. My temporary
housing set- up is right outside the back of our house, so every time they hear my voice...well I’'m not telling you
anything you don’t aready know. | feed them twice during the night, but when | flood irrigate my property every
two weeks during the night, they think it is an all night buffet. 1 don’t have any problem feeding mice and fish,
but my husband leaves the kitchen when | prepare their food. The first time | cut up that itsy bitsy mouse and he
looked over my shoulder hoping it was something for him, | thought | was going to receive divorce papers. He
does not eat fish which compounds the problem. A nervous phone call to Marcia one morning taught me what
“Pelting” was. | am not even going to tell my husband about that!

One morning | went to feed and my babies were standing up. | cried. My children were growing up. The
crateisonly 13" tall, so the next learning experience is ‘what do | do when they start growing up’. | bought some
PV C pipe and Helen ordered corner joints and | made four 3'x3'x2' cages. These cages are on a board sitting on
saw horses. | can’t kneel down and | am tall, so | have this set-up at my level. They still need their sauna envi-
ronment so it was another sewing session to make screen covers and plastic covers.

Now my babies are juveniles and acting like delinquents. | have not built an enclosure yet, but my delinquent
egrets are 13" tall and my delinquent herons are 19” tall. They announced one morning that this 3x3x2 enclosure
is not acceptable any longer. | have a 4x4 fence section that | use for puppies and | thought this would work great.
| put the enclosure out in the grass under the trees with alittle swimming pool buried in the ground. In two days,
| learned that heron’s climb. | should have remembered this because when | go to Feather Lake the heron’s have
climbed up into the marsh grasses about five feet above the water level. My last option was to let them loosein
my back yard. | have my back yard fenced in separate sections, so | let my children have one side. The drawback
to this plan is that my patio is on thisside. Now my patio is “white”. Daily, | hose down the patio and now we
are into taking showers. Another drawback to this plan isthat | come out of a glass diding door (with a doggy
door) down three steps to reach them. | know, | know, | don’t have to tell you the rest of the story, but | am going
to anyway. It took one day for them to jump up onto the steps. Another day to realize that if they “call to me” |
will come outside. (Y ou know where they are every hour). And one more day to sit in front of the doggy door
and peck on the plastic flap. Now my dog has to scratch on the glass door to come in, because the birds won't
move so he can come in through his door. My dog is shorter than the egret and as long as the dog doesn’t try to
take their food out of the pond they get along. The heron follows the dog around the backyard.

Now | know you experts are asking why | am not “Hacking” them out. | am! | am! | have been to Feather
Lake nine daysin arow. The first couple of days, | took them at 6:30 am and stayed for about an hour throwing
fish into the water and feeding them. | would bring them back home and continue this feeding style in the pool.
The fourth and fifth day | |eft them for three hours and they were sitting in the same place | |eft them. | brought
them back home. On the sixth day same procedure, but they started following me back to the fence. On the
seventh day, the egret finally started to venture further away, but the minute | return it runs at me and starts
pecking my legs. The heron is still sitting in the same place. Helen says | don’t have to go back anymore! |
guess | will just let them leave from my backyard.

In between all these young ones, | am receiving older juveniles, first year, and adult birds that have to be
released after holding for afew days or even longer. As of July 20", | have handled eighty-seven birds. | have
laughed and cried over my adventures and | would not trade the experience for the world.

- Debbie Lofton
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STATISTICS—2000
444444444444 444444444444444444444443444444434841:4

BIRDS

Albino Dove..........c.......... 2
American Kestrdl............ 50
Ban Owl ......cccccoveeeeneenns 11
Bal'sVireo.........cceveeeenns 1
Black-chinned

Hummingbird ............ 46
Black-crowned

Night Heron................. 7

Black-headed Grosheak

BlueJday......ccoovervnerene. 1
Brewer’s Blackbird ........ 1
Broad-tailed

Hummingbird ............. 3
Brown Creeper ............... 1
Burrowing Owil............... 30
CactusWren .......ccccceeeeee 4
Canyon Wren ... 1
Cattle Egret ........ccccoenee. 5
Cedar Waxwing .............. 1
Chihuahuan Raven .......... 2
Common Loon ................. 1
Cooper'sHawk ................ 7
COOL ..o 1
Crissal Thrasher ............... 2
CroW oo 2
Curve-billed Thrasher ...20
Dark Eyed Junco ............. 2
Duck - Blue Winged Ted 3
Duck - Bufflehead ........... 1

Duck - Domestic .............. 7
Duck - Mdlard 1............... 8
Duck - Ruddy .................. 1
Duck - Wild.........cccuueeee. 2
Duck - Wood.........cceee..e. 7
Flammulated Owil............. 9

Flycatcher........c.ccceeueneee. 2
Golden Eagle.................... 6
Golden Pheasant............... 1
Goose- ROSS .......ccvveeenns 1
Grackle......ccovevcveeeennnn. 105
Great Blue Heron............. 4
Great Horned Owil............. 4
(€11 o/ TR 6
Green Heron.......ccceeeeeeen. 5
Greentailed Towhee........ 1
Harris Hawk ..................... 2
Hermit Thrush.................. 1
House Finch ................ 117
House Wren .........cccuuueee. 2
IncaDove ......ccccevvvvvennee 79
Killdeer ....coovvvvcvvveeeneee 10
Ladderback Woodpecker 1
Lark Sparrow .........cccc.... 1
Long-eared Owl ............... 2
MacGillivray's Warbler.... 3
Meadowlark ..........cccuee.. 5
Merlin ...ccoooeeevcieeeceieen, 1
Mississippi Kite .............. 1
Mockingbird .................. 59
Mourning Dove ............. 94
Nighthawk ............c.c...... 15
Northern Harrier ............... 2
Northern Flicker............... 7
Oregon Race Junco .......... 3
Oriole ...uueeeeeciieeeccciieeees 2
Pacific Loon..................... 2
Painted Burting................ 2
Parakeet........cooeeeuveeiinnnenns 2
Phainopepla...........ccceeueee. 7
Pied-Billed Grebe....... 2

PineSiskin............... 1

Poor-will ................. 2

Qual .......cooeviinn 25

Red Cross Bill ........... 1

Red-frouted Amazon....1

Red-tailed Hawk....... 32

Red-winged Blackbird .1

Roadrunner ............. 21
Robin.................. 63
Rock Dove..........cceeue... 97
Rock Wren.......ccccceeuveeee. 1
Rufous Hummingbird ......8
Rufousback Robin............ 1

Sage Sparrow .........ceeeeee. 1
Sandhill Crane.................. 1
Saw-whet Owl ................. 2
Screech Owl........ccoeuneeee. 1
Seagull ..cvveeeieee, 1
Sharp-shinned Hawk ........ 6
Snowy Egret................... 25
0] - VRS 1
072 {011V 256
Spotted Towhee................ 1
Starling.....ccceeeveiininins 20
Swainson’s Hawk ............ 9
Swallow ... 28
TOWhee......coovvcevrieen 1
Turkey Vulture................. 2
VA o ] o H 3
VA1 (= o R 1
VirginlaWarbler.............. 2
Warbler ......ccoooeviieeee 2
Warbling Vireo................ 1
Western Kingbird........... 20
White-winged Dove ... 500
Wild Turkey........ccccoenee. 1
Wilson's Warbler ............. 1
Y ellow Headed Blackbird 3
BIRD TOTAL: 1952
MAMMALS
Antelope......cccovvveviennnnne. 1
Bat....cooooeeeeeee 1
Bear.....coooiiie, 1
Big Brown Bét................. 4
CaveBat......ccccceveernnns 11
Cottontail
........... 58
Coyote.. 1
Evening
Ba........ 2
Field
Mouse 13
Gopher.1
Gray Fox
........... 10
Ground Squirrel ............... 2
Hedgehog.........ccccovevuenne 1
Hispid Cotton Rat ............ 1
Horay Bat..........coevveneen. 1

Jackrabbit.........cccovvveernee. 6
Little Brown Bét............... 2
MuleDeer.......cccoeevveeenee 2
Pack Rat.......ccocevvvcvveeeennns 3
Raccoon........ccccccevveeennn. 10
Ring-tailled Cat................. 3
Rock Squirrel................. 12
Silver Hared Bat ............. 3
Spotted Skunk................... 5
Striped Skunk ................ 12
Townsend Long- Eared Bat4
Wood Rét .........cocuvveeeneee. 3
MAMMAL TOTAL:
173
REPTILES

African-hinged Tortoise .. 2
Caman.......ccceeeeeeeeeeeennnn, 1
Desert Box Turtle.......... 18
Green Toad.....1
Horned Lizard....2
Iguana....3
Python...1
Red Ear
Pond Slider

Turtle .oooveeeeceeeeeee, 7
Soft Shelled Turtle........... 1

REPTILE TOTAL: 36

OTHER
Channel Catfish ........... 4
Dragonfly......ccccceveevveunenen. 1
Red Swordtails............... 75
Tarantula..........cccoveeeeneee. 1

OTHER TOTAL: 81

TOTAL NUMBER OF
ANIMALS
ASSISTED: 2242

NUMBER OF CALLS
DISPATCHED: 1699
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* CDWR DIRECTORY *
www.whc.net/cdwr

Whom can you call in the El Paso/L as Cruces area when you find an injured/orphaned wild bird/animal?

EL PASO AREA

CDWR CHIEF DISPATCHER
Helen Bigelow ... 505-882-2910
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
Gloria Villaverde........cccceeeccceseecieesessssess s sssssssesesenns 577-9505
REHABILITATORS
Central -
Bill Howe (turtles/snakes/lizards/small exotics).................. 772-0695
Amy Rembold (small birds).......cccceeeevvenrenrenrerreeeneens 566-8682
Gloria Villaverde (reptils).........ouoverereeeririniesnereneeerereseneens 577-9505
East -
We need help!!!!
Northeast -
Charles/Carrol Bella (raptorg/reptilesmammals)................ 751-4711
Sheila Barnes (birds/small mammals)..........cccoveeeererenenne 566-5719
West -

Pegay Kirk (DirdS)......ccceeerirererereeeereressseeisesessssssesessessesenens 584-5553
Carol Miller (water Dirds)......c.cccoeeeeerereeerererenerereseeereseseeenns 584-7088
COOPERATING VETERINARIANS

Central -

El Paso Veterinary Hospital, 4101 Montana..........ccccceueeuee. 566- 7887
Montana Animal Clinic, 1015 Chelsea.........cccocovuvevecrrerennas 7789588
El Paso Animal Emergency Center, 2101 TeXas................. 545-1148
Dog, Cat, Bird Hospital, 3233 N. M€Sa.........ccccvurevererrerennns 533-9070
East -

Johnsen Animal Hospital, 1851 N. Lee Trevino................. 592-6200
Desert East Animal Hospital, 11635 Pelicano.................... 855-4100
Eastwood Animal Clinic, 9509 Montana..........ccceceeeuvevennnas 593-0713
Americas ANiMal CliNIC......ccoveveueereceeereccesesee e 858-1971
Animal Clinic, 7184 Alameda.........ccccovvvevcnvenrcnereecenns 7785355
Northeast -

Skyline Veterinary Hospital, 4424 Titanic .......ccccceeveveeeeene 7557647
Northeast Veterinary Clinic, 9405 DY€r .......ccccovveveerrerennnns 755-2231
Bridges Animal Hospital, 3410 Hondo Pass...........cccceuu.. 755-8314
Fairbanks Animal Hospital, 5320-C Fairbanks.................... 757-8387
Harwood Veterinary Clinic, 4404-A Edgar Park................. 755-5653
West -

Crossroads Animal Hospital, 4910 Crossroads.................... 584-3459
Country Club Animal Clinic, 5470 Doniphan..................... 833-0645

Anthony Animal Clinic, 901 Franklin, Anthony TX........... 886-4558

TRANSPORTERS TROUBLESHOOTERS
Nor theast -

JOE/INGA GIOFf ...t 755-2957
Charlene RUAAOCK............cooeuieeeeeeeecceceee e 755-5575
West -

John/Jane WhIte..... ... 505-589-3320
PhylliSMCCarthy........ccocoriinirrereenresese e 581-1063
SUSIE JEBNSEN ...ttt ettt ee e s et e e eseseaeees 877-4036
East -

PhYHISITIM HAIIS ..o
AlBN PEIPS ....oocirce s 598-2103

CDWR* ElI Paso/ Las Cruces

Chaparral, NM -

JOChEN LANGE. .. ... et 824-3090
LASCRUCESAREA
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

[T I I o TR 522-4966
REHABILITATORS

Geri TIllett (DIrdS) ...ocovceerererereereseserese s sesseees 522-4966

Belinda Dayley (mammals, bats, turtles, iguanas) .............. 382-3736

Las Cruces Reptile RESCUE.........cceuveeeeeirercriereseeeeeeseeeenene 373-1486
ELEPHANT BUTTE

Roberta Hirschhorn (birds, €tc.).......ccovvvvvvsenereene 505-894-9420

SILVER CITY
Margaret Cejka (birds, excluding raptors)............c....... 505-537-6624
COOPERATING VETERINARIANS

Calista Animal Hospital, 162 Wyatt Drive.........cccccoevunnee 525-1000

Jornada Vet Clinic, 2399 Saturn Circle ........cccocovnvrevneeenes 382-1710

East Lohman Vet. Clinic, 1700 E. Lohman.........ccccccveuenee. 523-5654

TRANSPORTERSTROUBLESHOOTERS
David/Sherri Byrd (raptors)........ccccoeeeeeuerrenesressessssessesesesesnens 524-2314

With Deepest Appreciation to Our
Major Contributing Friends of 2000

El Paso Veterinarian Association
—Thelma B. Goans Endowment
Genevieve & Bill Coonly

John Colquitt El Paso Electric

David & Mary Allen Mar :
. y Barnard-Garcia
Stewart & Bonnie Bean Judy Flick & Family

Vicki & James Galyon John & Debbie

Mary Legorreta Hartmann
Bob & June Lehman Joe & Linda Liebich

Julie Marsden
- Dr. Thomas and Joyce
Robert & Debi Nichols McCabe

Billy Rogers
Pat & Andrew Rosenthal Pam Pi)/r;ﬁrcf Scott

Rick & Cerena Suarez Karen & Jake Schut

@ MayAnmne and George | 1yin plant Women's
Thibodeau Association

Thank you!!! We honestly couldn’t help our wild
friends without your help and all our other won-
< derful members and donating businesses.




P.O. BOX 96 Jo|n us now and hdp make a NON PROFIT ORG

i u.abuql)De,sert CANUTILLO, TEXAS 79835 difference for wildlife! USPOSTAGE
RescuelInc. www.whe.net/cdwr PAID
EL PASO TX

PERMIT NO. 1085

Not to hurt our humble brethren is
our first duty to them, but to stop
there is not enough. We have 3
higher mission — to be of service

to them whenever they require it.
- St. Francis of Assisi

God bless Americy!

CHIHUAHUAN DESERT WILDLIFE RESCUE, INC.
P.O. Box 96
Canutillo, Texas 79835
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

| hereby apply for membership in the Chihuahuan Desert Wildlife Rescue as a/an:

INDIVIDUAL .....ocoonnnn. $10.00 FAMILY coooreireeeeennae. $15.00 CONTRIBUTOR........... $25.00
Enclosed is my contribution for $ in addition to my membership
NAME PHONE
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP

Membership gives youthe opportunity to help orphaned and injured wildlife and to support the efforts of the CDWR
volunteer rehabilitators. Membership includes a yearly subscription (4 issues) of the newdletter.



